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May 2022 I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Model Announced

Chatham, N.J. (May 1, 2022) The New Jersey STEM Pathways Network (“NJSPN”) is
excited to announce its May I CAN STEM New Jersey STEM Role Model, Pavithra
Lakshminarayan.

Pavithra Lakshminarayan is an Entrepreneur & a technology enthusiast with over 22
years of work experience in the field of Information Technology, learning and
development, teaching, curriculum design, and building graduate programs from the
ground up. It is when her passion for working with children met with her experience, she
founded Mindbytes in 2011 through which she creates and provides year-round
enrichment programs that address core skills in children. As part of this journey, she has
not only built and delivered a variety of STEM skill development programs but has also
had the opportunity to play numerous roles in the education space. She has been an
advisor for education and research-based projects around strategic planning, curriculum
design, course development, and training and integration. She has designed many
STEM activities to increase student, teacher, and family engagement in STEM.

She has also presented on diverse topics such as Broadening STEM Participation in
OST (NSF Includes National Convening), Pathway to Invention Education & Family
engagement for early learners (STEM Learning Ecosystems National Convening), Big
Data in Education (NJ Education Technology conference by NJECC), Social
Entrepreneurship for Children and Integrating Game Design (annual conferences of the
NJAGC, NJEA convention), Phenomenon-Based Learning and Bringing Internet of
Technologies (IoTs) to classrooms (NJEA Convention). She is the lead for the South
Jersey STEM Innovation Partnership network, where she has designed and led
activities to broaden participation in STEM education ensuring equitable access to all
and created many programs to improve interest and retention of the underserved, and
underrepresented students in K-12 STEM programs. Alongside running Mindbytes, she
also chairs an early childhood learning priority group at the New Jersey STEM
Pathways Network. We're so honored to have her be part of our 2022 I CAN STEM
Role Models!

Through I CAN STEM, the NJSPN aims to increase the diversity of New Jersey’s STEM
workforce and academic pipelines. I CAN STEM will highlight diverse STEM role
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models so that all students will be able to see themselves participating and succeeding
in STEM courses and careers. Each year, 12 I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models will
be highlighted, one each month.

NJSPN features both historical and famous I CAN STEM Role Models, such as
physicist Shirley Ann Jackson, mathematician Alberto Calderón, and molecular biologist
Flossie Wong-Staal, as well as I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models representing
people of color, LGBTQ+ community members and women who work in a STEM field
here in New Jersey .

The I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models were identified through an online nomination
process. Nominations for 2022 are closed and nominations for 2023 will begin in
September. Anyone can submit a nomination that meets the diversity criteria and works
in New Jersey in a STEM field. The nomination form will be available at
njstempathways.org.

For more information on I CAN STEM visit https://njstempathways.org/i-can-stem/.

***

The NJSPN was created in 2014 and is managed by the Research & Development
Council for New Jersey. It includes over 500 STEM leaders from across the State and
connects all STEM stakeholders-K-12, higher education, non-profit, informal providers,
business, philanthropists and government. NJSPN has six STEM learning ecosystems
as part of an international network of ecosystems supported by the STEM Funders’
Network. You can learn more about the Jersey STEM Pathways Network and New
Jersey’s STEM Ecosystems by visiting www.njstempathways.org.
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