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June 2022 I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Model Announced

Chatham, N.J. (June 1, 2022) The New Jersey STEM Pathways Network (“NJSPN”) is
excited to announce its June I CAN STEM New Jersey STEM Role Model, Luis De
Abreu.

With vast experience in federal, state, institutional, and private programs and after more
than ten years involved with STEM Initiatives at the Community College level, Luis has
led many services to provide academic, co-curricular, and extra-curricular activities for
students. He’s offered Tutoring Services and Supplemental Instruction, Academic,
Transfer, and Career Advising, Financial Literacy, Coaching on Essential Skills, and
very unique and innovative Research Opportunities. Luis has managed various grants
supporting STEM goals and objectives to provide underrepresented students with more
opportunities to pursue technical degrees. Retention and completion of these STEM
degrees are at the forefront of the work that Luis performs. He has created strategic
partnerships with other colleges, universities, businesses, and industry partners and
developed a STEM Student Scholars Program (3SP) to train students to become prime
candidates for entry-level positions and perform up-to-par with well-seasoned workers.
He managed the construction of the award-winning first multidisciplinary STEM Student
Research Center in a community college.

Luis is also the co-chair of the Economic Recovery Committee at Bergen Community
College (BCC). This group was tasked with finding ways to place BCC at the center of
economic recovery efforts with purpose and intention as we aid the state of New Jersey
to position itself for post-pandemic recovery. Most recently, he mentored a group of
students that participated in the 2022 Community College Innovation Challenge and
secured 1st place in the competition over many community colleges around the country,
providing the students with a very enriching and fulfilling experience. We're so honored
to have her be part of our 2022 I CAN STEM Role Models!

Through I CAN STEM, the NJSPN aims to increase the diversity of New Jersey’s STEM
workforce and academic pipelines. I CAN STEM will highlight diverse STEM role
models so that all students will be able to see themselves participating and succeeding
in STEM courses and careers. Each year, 12 I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models will
be highlighted, one each month.
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NJSPN features both historical and famous I CAN STEM Role Models, such as
physicist Shirley Ann Jackson, mathematician Alberto Calderón, and molecular biologist
Flossie Wong-Staal, as well as I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models representing
people of color, LGBTQ+ community members and women who work in a STEM field
here in New Jersey .

The I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models were identified through an online nomination
process. Nominations for 2022 are closed and nominations for 2023 will begin in
September. Anyone can submit a nomination that meets the diversity criteria and works
in New Jersey in a STEM field. The nomination form will be available at
njstempathways.org.

For more information on I CAN STEM visit https://njstempathways.org/i-can-stem/.

***

The NJSPN was created in 2014 and is managed by the Research & Development
Council for New Jersey. It includes over 500 STEM leaders from across the State and
connects all STEM stakeholders-K-12, higher education, non-profit, informal providers,
business, philanthropists and government. NJSPN has six STEM learning ecosystems
as part of an international network of ecosystems supported by the STEM Funders’
Network. You can learn more about the Jersey STEM Pathways Network and New
Jersey’s STEM Ecosystems by visiting www.njstempathways.org.
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