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March 2022 I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Model Announced

Chatham, N.J. (March 1, 2022) The New Jersey STEM Pathways Network (“NJSPN”) is
excited to announce its March I CAN STEM New Jersey STEM Role Model, Rachel
Feller.

Rachel Feller has been a dedicated member and leader in the Merck Rainbow Alliance
(RA) since she joined the company right after college in 2006 with a position with the
Discovery Sample Management Group. Getting involved with the RA right away helped
in meeting many new LGBTQ+ friends and creating a safe space at work to be herself.
She took on leadership positions in D&I helping with department initiatives to spread
awareness; she works to improve company culture through volunteer roles on the
Leveraging Internal Networks and Knowledge (LINK) team, and outside of work, Rachel
volunteers a lot of time with Hadassah The Women’s Zionist Organization of America.
Some projects at Merck that Rachel helped bring to life over the last year are ‘A Day in
the Life of a Drag Queen’ – hosting New Jersey’s own Harmonica Sunbeam to share
HERstory and accolades, giving insight into the real life behind the make up; The Power
of Acceptance – hosting Amit Shah, M.D. and Aditya Madiraju to share their story of
love and family acceptance in the Asian American culture and their abilities to host a
wedding with their favorite Indian traditions; and presenting on Allyship and
Psychological Safety to her department to build a progressive culture. Rachel enjoys
partnering with outside organizations like PFLAG, Garden State Equality and HRC to
bring relevant expertise into Merck, raise awareness and welcome colleagues as allies.
We're so honored to have her be part of our 2022 I CAN STEM Role Models!

Through I CAN STEM, the NJSPN aims to increase the diversity of New Jersey’s STEM
workforce and academic pipelines. I CAN STEM will highlight diverse STEM role
models so that all students will be able to see themselves participating and succeeding
in STEM courses and careers. Each year, 12 I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models will
be highlighted, one each month.

NJSPN features both historical and famous I CAN STEM Role Models, such as
physicist Shirley Ann Jackson, mathematician Alberto Calderón, and molecular biologist
Flossie Wong-Staal, as well as I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models representing
people of color, LGBTQ+ community members and women who work in a STEM field
here in New Jersey .
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The I CAN STEM New Jersey Role Models were identified through an online nomination
process. Nominations for 2022 are closed and nominations for 2023 will begin in
September. Anyone can submit a nomination that meets the diversity criteria and works
in New Jersey in a STEM field. The nomination form will be available at
njstempathways.org.

For more information on I CAN STEM visit https://njstempathways.org/i-can-stem/.

***

The NJSPN was created in 2014 and is managed by the Research & Development
Council for New Jersey. It includes over 500 STEM leaders from across the State and
connects all STEM stakeholders-K-12, higher education, non-profit, informal providers,
business, philanthropists and government. NJSPN has six STEM learning ecosystems
as part of an international network of ecosystems supported by the STEM Funders’
Network. You can learn more about the Jersey STEM Pathways Network and New
Jersey’s STEM Ecosystems by visiting www.njstempathways.org.
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